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engaged was extremely attractive, and indeed the ptoblems
of production have never up to this moment lost their
fascination. But social and religious instincts and inteicsts
could not be satisfied with a carter of piofessional engineci-
ingj and, my wife more than shaimg my feelings, we often d
ourselves for missionaiy woik in Ccntia.1 Africa, where an
engineer's training might prove of piactical use.

A mlssionaiy society accepted us, but leqmred a couise
of theological study Desiring the best, and the family
fortunes now pcimitting il, I spent four ycais at Oxford,
whcic literaly and historical cnticj.sm and philosophy
completed what the evolutional y teaching had begun and
gave a new release to thought. A close analysis ol the
evolution of religious and social ideas made me expectant
of change and kindled a fjcsh, but rather academic and
dilettante interest, in socialism.

After receiving my honours degree, and being now
rejected by the missionary society as unsuitecl for their
particular theological requiiomcnts, 1 founded and edited
The Interpreter, a theological quarterly journal, designed to
commend to educated men the things the university had
taught me; and at length, though somewhat reluctantly,
yielding to the urgent request of Bishop Jayno, of Chester,
1 was 01 darned and went as curate- to tho parish of St.
Margaret's, Altrincham, where 1 remained ibi tluee years
as curate and sixteen years as vicar, never for a moment
regretting the steps that had led me there. Nothing
could have been more happy 01 instructive than those
twenty years as paiish priest.

(iii) Parish Pticst

ALTRINCHAM is a wealthy suburb, eight miles south of
Manchester, and in St. Margaret's parish was gathered as
distinguished and delightful a company of industrial and
professional magnates as m any pruish in the laud. The
heads of great business corporations lived there: the head
of the Fine Spinners; a head of the laigcst British Insur-
ance Society; the head of the great steel works which aided